FRIENDS OF OAKWELL HALL
AND COUNTRY PARK
Who are the Friends of Oakwell Hall & Country Park?
A group of people who like to visit Oakwell Hall for its
history and authenticity, who enjoy the peace and beauty
of the country park and who appreciate the opportunities
Oakwell provides for people of all ages and abilities.
What is the purpose of the Friends?
Very briefly - to help maintain and improve Oakwell Hall
and the Country Park and to make it a place which
everyone can enjoy; to assist the resident staff by helping
at events and whenever extra hands make a difference.
What do I gain by becoming a Friend?
On production of your membership card, you enjoy free
entry to the Hall throughout the year; a copy of the Friends
award winning newsletter 3 times a year; free or reduced
entry and free car parking at those events where prebooking is not required; opportunities to assist Oakwell’s
resident staff in a variety of tasks both inside the Hall and
outdoors in the park.
What commitment do Friends make?
None whatsoever. Many of our members are Friends
because they appreciate having a country park to visit in
what is predominantly a built-up area. Others join
because they enjoy the ‘hands-on’ roles that are available.
Friends who wish to help do so as and when they can for
whatever time they can spare. No one is asked to
undertake tasks they dislike - there’s plenty of choice - and
there’s always a ranger at hand for guidance

Who runs the Friends?
The Friends are self-governing but work closely with
Oakwell staff. A committee is elected from those members
willing to serve and meetings are held at Oakwell on a
monthly basis. Any member of our group is welcome to
attend the meetings. Please check with Oakwell for date
and time.
What sort of tasks do the Friends undertake?
A wide variety of tasks · We have members, often wearing period costume,
who demonstrate by-gone crafts in the Hall on
selected Sunday afternoons. Visitors are encouraged
to have a go at making pomanders, lavender bags
and god’s eyes and can also try their hand at quill-pen
writing - a favourite with children - who are surprisingly
good at it.
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·

·

·

We organise events - our most successful to date
are 100 Years of Fashion, VE Day Celebrations,
the Junior Brass Band Festival and the Friends
Garden Party - not forgetting the visit by HRH The
Duke of York.
We have a team of ladies who manage our very
popular tea stalls and plenty of willing bakers who
supply cakes and treats
We act as marshals / car parkers on event days
and generally assist the resident staff wherever
needed
We produce our award-winning newsletter from
start to finish - the articles, the pictures, the
printing and the distribution. We also produce our
own posters and leaflets and have our own website.

It’s not work
all the time
though .......

·
·

We assist at the very popular Candlelight Evenings
We have monthly work parties to assist the rangers
around the park. Tasks range from planting new
hedgerows, clearing muddy ponds, creating habitats
for wildlife, forestry, painting benches, clearing paths
to litter picking and carrying out surveys - the list is
endless. One major project was to restore the formal
garden to 17th century authenticity - improvement and
maintenance of the garden is, of course, on-going.
Our work parties generally take place on the first
Saturday of each month - we meet in the staff car park
about 9.45 am. Sessions are usually three or four
hours but how long you stay is entirely up to you.

and sometimes
the work parties
just don’t go
according to
plan......

but whatever we’re
doing, we have fun !!
You’re very welcome to
join us

Our Friends group is a member of BAFM
(British Association of Friends of Museums)
and all volunteers are covered by our
comprehensive insurance
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For further information about the Friends or
volunteer opportunities please contact:
Oakwell Hall Country Park
Nutter Lane
Birstall, Batley, WF17 9LQ
Tel: 01924 326240 Fax: 01924 326249
E-mail: oakwell.hall@kirklees.gov.uk
Web: www.oakwellhallcountrypark.co.uk
ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS

With inspections taking
place annually, help from
Friends is now even more valuable

Youth/Senior Citizen

Individual

£

£

5.00

8.00

£100.00

£ 15.00

£

Please make
cheques payable to
Friends of
Oakwell Hall

Total enclosed £

£

I/We wish to make a contribution to funds
in addition to membership
General
Garden

Patron

Family (2 cards)

Please indicate number joining in box
Subscriptions are per person

Each adult card admits one adult and up
to 4 family members under the age of 14

Oakwell Country Park is the first site in
Kirklees to be awarded the
prestigious Green Flag

Completed forms may be handed in at the shop at Oakwell or sent to:
Friends Membership Secretary
c/o Oakwell Hall Country Park
Nutter Lane, Birstall, Batley, WF17 9LQ

You’ll find lots of useful information, including
downloadable maps of the site and
countryside walks
Event details are updated regularly
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www.friendsofoakwellhall.org.uk

ENROLMENT FORM

Visit the Friends website:

FRIENDS OF
OAKWELL HALL
& COUNTRY PARK
The Friends group formed in 1988 following the
re-opening of the Hall and over the past 20 or so
years has averaged around 150 members.
Although only a small group we have undertaken
an immense variety of projects and are justifiably
proud of what we have achieved.
We look forward to another 20 years of
success and friendship

